
 
 

1 
 

Geneva and Brussels, 25 May 2020 

 
 
Bajro Melez 
President 
Trade Union of Metalworkers of the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina (SMFBIH)  
Obala Kulina Bana Br. 1  
71000 Sarajevo 

 
By e-mail: smbih@sssbih.com 

 

IndustriALL Global Union and industriAll European Trade 
Union in solidarity with SMFBIH and its members at 

ArcelorMittal in Zenica 
 

Dear Brother Bajro, 
 
We are writing this letter to you on behalf of IndustriALL Global Union and industriAll European 
Trade Unions, both representing millions of workers in mining, energy and manufacturing 
industries in Europe and worldwide, including Bosnia and Herzegovina, to express our 
solidarity with your union and your members at ArcelorMittal operation in Zenica in your 
struggle to keep production and jobs. 
 
Our organizations are extremely concerned about the temporary layoffs of at least one third 
of the workforce, the drastic reduction in their already meagre salaries to 55 percent of their 
regular income, and interruptions in the work processes, including the temporary shutdown of 
a blast furnace, during May, June, and July. 
 
As soon as we have received the information, we contacted the company headquarters in 
Luxembourg expressing our frustration and urging them to fix the problem as soon as possible 
in dialogue with your union. 
 
In the middle of this Covid-19 pandemic, it is more urgent for the company than ever to take 
the necessary steps to protect the health and safety of the hard-working and loyal workforce 
at ArcelorMittal Zenica and also address the economic and social impact of it.  
 
Therefore, we once again call on ArcelorMittal to intervene to ensure that the management at 
ArcelorMittal Zenica return to the negotiating table with the unions to find a fair and sustainable 
solution. 
 
Both organizations, together with its members in Europe and throughout the world, will 
continue to give you our full support and solidarity.  
 
In solidarity, 
           

mailto:smbih@sssbih.com
http://www.industriall-union.org/
https://news.industriall-europe.eu/
https://news.industriall-europe.eu/


 

 

 
Valter Sanches 
General Secretary  
IndustriALL Global Union   

 
 
Luc Triangle 
General Secretary 
IndustriAll European Trade Union 

 
Cc: 
Kenan Mujkanovic, Regional Officer of SMFBIH for Zenica-Doboj Canton 
(smzdk@bih.net.ba) 
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